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The Department of English Language and Culture relocated from the Kanazawa-Bunko Campus to the Kanaza-
wa-Hakkei Campus in April 2023, marking a new beginning. With the move from the hilltop leading to the foot of
Mount Kamakura and to the banks of the river overlooking Hirakata Bay, we see a very different scenery. We now
commute to university feeling the sea breeze. Kanazawa-Hakkei gained popularity in Western countries from the
mid-19th century onwards due to ukiyo-e prints (Hiroshige Utagawa’s “Eight Views of Kanazawa”), introducing Japan's
beautiful landscapes to the world, which inspired exhibitions in London and Paris. Learning everyday about interna-
tional culture (Cross-Culture) and English in a place that has long been open to Western countries feels deeply mean-
ingful.

In the academic year 2023, the Department of English Language and Culture witnessed two new developments.
Firstly, we welcomed Professor Jason Pipe from the UK as a new faculty member. Professor Pipe is a teacher with a
wealth of international experience, having taught in Scotland and England. He passionately engages in English educa-
tion in Japan, injecting a bright new perspective into the department. Secondly, we have proudly launched the Global
Awareness Programme (GAP). This allows a maximum of 15 students who have meet specific criteria during enroll-
ment, to acquire 60% of the required credits through English courses (including credits obtained while studying
abroad). The aim of such a programme is to nurture talented individuals who can contribute both domestically and
internationally. The high motivation from our GAP students is expected to positively influence the entire English Cul-
ture Department, fostering an environment for greater mutual improvement.

It should also be noted that the relocation of the campus has increased opportunities for international exchange.
When students studying Japanese at the University of Arkansas in the USA visited Japan, students from the Depart-
ment of English Language and Culture acted as hosts and accompanied them to Shibuya. Similarly, when Hawaiian
children visited Japan to perform their hula dance, they were taken to Kamakura by our students. Such activities signi-
fy efforts to increase the number of real English engagement off-campus. There is also a rise in online courses con-
necting with partner universities abroad and a growth in overseas internship programs.

Half a year has passed since COVID-19 moved from the level of a seasonal flu at category 5, and Japanese society
seems to have finally started moving forward again. However, the English Culture Department will still continue to
embrace the various new challenges alongside our students in the times to come.
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Rosuke Sangu, Junior Student from Ohashi’s Seminar

Why did you decide to study abroad?

I decided to study abroad primarily to improve my language skills. I mainly focused on my speaking in
order to be able to communicate better with my friends from overseas, and because I wanted to work in a job
that would make use of this skill in the future. I thought that the opportunity to study abroad was something I
could only do when I was a university student.

What was difficult about studying abroad?

Initially, when I first arrived, I often struggled to understand my host family’s English and had to get by
with vague responses. Even now, there are times when I still can’t understand everything. Also, in English
classes, I faced further challenges with writing essays as I was not accustomed to writing extensively.

What did you realise after studying abroad?

Before I came here, I had an impression that everyone overseas, including Americans, was friendly and
that they would soon become like family. However, in
reality, this was not the case and there were many sit- §
uations where I had to initiate conversations and _
assert myself. I was also reminded of the high cost of
living. And even if you are abroad, there are so many & ” :
Japanese people there that you can live without speak- |
ing English. I think what is crucial is to not become
complacent but look for an environment where English
is used because, after all, you have come abroad.

What advice would you give to people who are
not sure whether to study abroad?

Experiencing a different culture and actually feel-
ing it is completely different from just hearing about it.
I think that university students have the most free
time, and if you do not go and take the opportunity to
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study abroad while you can, you may later regret it. With the class mates at KCC
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We interviewed Mr. Tahara about his backpacking trip in South-East Asia.

Q. Why did you decide to go backpacking?

When I became a university student, I heard about backpacking, and I wanted to try it someday. Howev-
er, it was only when I was in my fourth year of university that I actually decided to do something about it. I
realized I like walking a lot and wanted to explore various places abroad on foot! Besides, carrying a suitcase
seemed inconvenient for moving around, so I decided I wanted to backpack abroad and move lightly with just
a rucksack.

Q. What were the difficulties of travelling abroad on your own?

[ found it was challenging to find the places I wanted to go to, the right transport to take, and accommo-
dation to stay all by myself. Even though I researched on the internet, there were times when I felt anxious
and uncomfortable - especially in places I was visiting for the first time without any reliable contacts or
people I could trust around me. Also, as there were language barriers, there were times when I had trouble
communicating with locals or ordering something at restaurants. While I wouldn’t say it was difficult, it was
still a problem.

Q. What did you enjoy about backpacking?

Being able to decide for myself where and what to do allowed me to act in the direction that excited me
or piqued my interest. I enjoyed the fact that I was able lead a whimsical life with the people I met at hostels.
I could explore towns or go sightseeing, which I wouldn’t have been able to do if [ had stayed with friends. I
really enjoyed the fact that [ was able to connect with many new people.

Q. What advice would you give to people who are not sure whether to go abroad?

As long as you have enough money, once you've entered a country, you can survive. So, I think it’s inter-
esting to just go abroad with a plane ticket and without much planning as there are fascinating experiences
awaiting. Before backpacking, I was more afraid of going abroad than wanting to go, but once I set foot in the
country, I was able to go with the flow and make the trip a success. So, if you're in doubt, remember I man-
aged to make it successful despite my initial doubts, so I really hope you’ll give it a go.

Finally, I have a YouTube video of my backpacking trip if you're interested:
https://youtube.com/@rayswhathappenedtome?si=AOfYs6njHyiOUDUk
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Shun Okubo, Senior Student from Yoshida’s Seminar

Students who are taking a teaching course and aim to become teachers in the future have to go on an educational
internship during their fourth year. We interviewed Akiho Sato, who undertook such practical training at her home school
over a three-week period from 4 to 25 September this year.

Q. How was your educational training?

During the training period which also included the choir festival, I had a lot of time to get to know the students so I
was able to talk to them about a wide range of things. Since I actively initiated communication from the first day, by the
second day onward, students started approaching me more comfortably and spoke more actively in our class discussions. It
was truly a rewarding three weeks.

Q. What was the most memorable part of your educational training?

The happiest moments were the times spent interacting with students, whether during choir rehearsals, the actual choir
festival, lunch breaks, classes, or the 10-minute breaks between classes. Memories like measuring heights or engaging in
trivial conversations remain vivid in my mind.

Q. What did you learn through your educational training?

During this period, I learnt mainly how to engage with students and how to interact with other faculty members. I real-
ized the importance of adapting my approach to communication and listening to students as it varied for each individual.
Furthermore, as there were many things I didn’t know, I took the time to meet teachers, including my supervisor. Even as a
trainee, I felt it was crucial to express my opinions while also listening attentively to other teachers.

Q. What were you conscious of during the practical training?

I was conscious of actively initiating conversations with students. Prior to that, I received information about the stu-
dents from the supervising teacher and other faculty members, and I adjusted topics of conversation according to each stu-
dent. Additionally, after classes, I made sure to collect feedback sheets so I could modify the content of the next class
accordingly or bring up topics from previous conversations with students in an effort to remember their names better.

Q. What would you like to say to those who want to become teachers?

School settings have many different types of students. Even during the training
period, unexpected situations occurred, causing moments of panic. However, other
teachers and students always offered help. I believe it’s essential to maintain a sense of
self-direction-knowing what you should be doing and what you want to achieve at any
given moment. Moreover, the belief of ‘doing what you ask the students to do’ is crucial
in establishing a relationship of trust with them.
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Importantly, don’t shoulder everything on your shoulders alone; strive forward
while relying on your peers, teachers, and seniors around you.

From interviewing Akiho about her experience on an an educational internship, I
learnt that such training can naturally cause anxiety but it is an invaluable experience. :
If you're considering becoming a teacher, I strongly encourage you to take up the chal- HEEBIC G O E T BEES A
lenge. Preparing for the teacher training.
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Soshi Ueda, Junior Student from Irie’s Seminar

I am Soshi Ueda, a third-year student of the Irie Seminar of the Department of English Language and Culture,
and I had the opportunity to participate in the running of the International Culture Café in the year 2023. In this
issue, I would like to introduce my impression of the event, as well as convey the atmosphere of the day.

The International Culture Café is a space where students and parents who attended the Summer Open
Campus held at the Kanazawa-Hakkei Campus could ask questions and chat with current Faculty of International
Culture students. It was an event where people could enjoy drinks and snacks while casually discussing anything
they were curious or concerned about regarding university life directly with us students.

This was my first time participating in the Intercultural Culture Café, and actually my first time attending any
event since entering university, so I was naturally very nervous. However, on the day of the event, I barely had
time to feel nervous. As soon as [ arrived at the school, we started setting up the café by moving desks and deco-
rating the classrooms. There were a lot of student staff, so the space soon began to look more and more like a
café. While we were working, it somehow reminded me of a high school festival (lol - laughing out loud).

Once we finished setting up, the next step was to surprisingly color in our own staff T-shirts. This involved us
designing our original T-shirts. Unlike the staff T-shirts of other open campus events, our café T-shirts had an
original KGU logo which was originally colorless until we customized them with our preferred colors, making
each T-shirt unique and reflecting our individuality.

After finishing our T-shirts, the open campus officially began,
and our work as café staff commenced. At the beginning, due to mw
overlapping schedules with orientation sessions and trial classes, not | o
many visitors came to the café. However, by actively inviting people | |
and talking to students after the sessions, the café became so popu-
lar that we ended up having a waiting list at the consultation booth.
The inquiries from the visitors were truly diverse, ranging from
part-time job queries to course credits, the strengths and weaknesses
of the university, and even questions about studying abroad. As a
current student myself, I honestly answered everyone’s questions. "

Overall, my experience of running the International Culture Café |
was an incredibly valuable one. Moreover, I feel honored that I was |
able to be of help to those who attended the Open Campus, even if it EBRUEH 7 L DT

. . (The International Culture Café)
was just a little.
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Ayari Kan, Junior Student from Kakuta’s Seminar

What is your research topic and why did you choose that?
My research is to basically to improve Japanese students’ ability to communicate in English naturally.

Fluency and pronunciation as well as confidence and motivation

I have researched many areas in this field and am still learning how to improve the English education in terms
of communication. However, the most important part is to change the focus away from examination testing on vo-
cabulary and grammar as this creates stress and poor learning habits, and instead concentrate on topics that gen-
uinely interest students to discuss in class. This will build interest, motivation and purpose in their attempts to
converse in English. I have even made a website to help students: iamsoundingenglish.com

I initially had this idea when I was teaching international students from Asia when they tried to enter a top
university in the UK. I found that their academic skills were strong, but their communicative skills were consider-
ably poor. This was a problem as these students found it challenging to interact with the native British culture and
so it took time to adjust to their stay in the UK.

What are you particularly interested in nowadays?

No free time. [ am always looking at how to improve my lessons and courses. If [ am free, I guess I am still
designing my lesson materials. It is like an art - [ am always trying to perfect them, but it will take time. But when
I was a university student, with plenty of free time, I used to do kung fu, DJ’ ing, dancing, football, photography,
making new friends and travelling.

What advice would you like to give your students?

To students generally, I would say to not be afraid to learn, ask questions, and
talk to your teachers as they do really want to help. So, if you do not understand,
ask the teacher. If you do not like what you are learning, ask the teacher why you
are learning it. All this will help you become better students. However, this not
ONLY helps you but also the teacher and the suitable level of education.

Is there any message you would like to give to the students.

I still need to listen to them to find out more about them. I would say that it is
important to try everything so that you can find out what you love. When I was a
university student, [ studied accountancy and became an accountant (which did not
suit me). However, because I tried basically everything when I was young, I found
my passion which is helping others through teaching. My aspiration is to see stu-
dents grow in terms of language ability so that they can confidently use their English
in their future endeavours.
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My Graduation Thesis
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Keita Sasaki, Senior Student from Irie’s Seminar

Hello there. My name is Keita Sasaki, and I am a fourth-year student majoring in English culture. I entered Kanto Gakuin University
in 2020 and am now in the final stretch of my studies as graduation nears.

In this piece, I would like to share my experience completing a graduation thesis. Having managed to secure a job during the first half
of my fourth year, I dedicated the remaining six months to my thesis. Under the guidance of Professor Nobumoto Irie, I had ample
opportunities to explore American culture. Encouraged by my professor, I focused my analysis on a short story by the 19th-century
American writer, Herman Melville (1819-1891), titled “Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall Street” (1853).

The length of the translated version is 50 pages, and while I would encourage those unfamiliar with this piece of work to read it, it
is quite complex as the pivotal aspects are not explicitly stated. I often struggled, constantly thinking: “Is it like
this? But this contradicts here...,” until the end of October. Then, I had a sudden thought: “Is it even right to
consider Bartleby’s actual emotions, given he is at the center of the story?” I suppose I had grown weary of con-
templating him, and in that moment, I settled on this theme for my thesis. I believe Bartleby fundamentally
discards the modern societal traits before emotions, which became the crux of my analysis. Admittedly, for
someone unfamiliar with the work, this might be hard to follow, right?

Anyway, while writing my graduation thesis, I feel it is a culmination of what I have gained over the past
four years of classes and research. I genuinely hope that during your university journey, you, too, will discover
your strengths and passions, and cultivate them.

And so, I decided to write this piece to encourage those who have not entered university yet, or for those in
the lower years at university who might find it hard to imagine themselves tackling a thesis, to take on the chal-
lenge. Even at this moment, I cannot imagine confidently submitting my thesis a month from now. But hey, we
are still young. Let’s embrace these challenges!!

ZERICMWIATVWRRFDESE / Auther working hard on his graduation thesis.
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The 3rd English Haiku Contest
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Job interview day
A pink petal falling
On my shoulder
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Passing the overpass
Large hydrangeas bloom...
A bouquet of umbrellas
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Surfing - The First Passion that Got Me Hooked
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Zen Hagiwara, Sophomore Student from Matsumura’s Seminar

I first encountered surfing when I was in the first grade of primary school. Growing up in Shonan, it was an influence from
my parents and older brother that led me to start surfing, and since then, I have been completely engrossed in it.

The sensation of catching my first wave was inexplicable, something beyond words. I began serious competitive surfing
when I was in the fourth grade of elementary school, and in my first competition, I managed to secure third place. However,
although pleased, I vividly remember a strong mix of frustration and a determination to strive even harder. From my time enter-
ing Kanto Gakuin University, I noticed my performance in competitions notably improved. While tournaments are highly
nerve-wracking, I always listen to music with my earphones and stretch to calm my nerves before such an event. By maintaining
my usual routine, I try to alleviate pre-match stress and prevent getting too overwhelmed.

This summer, in 2023, I competed in the Men’s A-class at the ‘Autumn All-Japan Student Surfing Championships’ in Ka-
mogawa, Chiba. This tournament, aimed at university students across the country, has been a source of high motivation for me
since entering Kanto Gakuin University. Having won in the same tournament last year in 2022, I approached this year’s compe-
tition with a strong determination to win again. However, I finished in fourth place, which was such a disappointing result. Nev-
ertheless, I felt that I had personally grown in my performance compared to last year. Additionally, this competition allowed me
to rediscover the joy of surfing.

That split-second during the competition is the moment of tension and excitement. You need to read the waves to achieve
the score needed for a comeback within the remaining one minute while maintaining patience and composure as you wait for
the right wave. If your nerves get the better of you and are unable to catch that right wave, it can only result in a loss. You have
to challenge yourself to ride the waves you don’t usually choose to get out of a deadlock situation. The greatest rival in such
competitions is the limited time available and the unpredictable nature of the sea. Competitive surfing holds unique emotions
that can only be felt there. I appreciate not just the technique but also the charm inherent in surfing.

This academic year, while attending school five days a week, I surf practically every day. During last year’s spring break, I
spent a month visiting California in the United States to deepen my understanding of English and improve my surfing. Living
there, I felt a sense of achievement as I could communicate with the locals. Such connection to this area heightened my desire
to learn and understand more about multiculturalism. Moreover, surfing in an environment with exceptionally high-quality
waves and skilled surfers far surpassed my expectations of what Japan can offer.

Through surfing, I've become inspired. While mastering the techniques and improving in surfing takes time and effort, I
wish to continue my life intertwined with surfing, connecting with surfers worldwide using English.

EEDAXELTORAE The competition results:
Y—RO1+JL KJ CUP O—HIFEIVNTFR B

2022% Marbo Royal KJ Cup Local Adult Class Runner-up
20204 HRRZEBEET S Y1CUP >a—NA—T2USR 1B
Azisai Cup Hosted by Sagamihara Branch Short Open Class Winner
20224 EOIEMFELBAZEY TV RFIEAR TLyaxXy oA BRs
51st Autumn All Japan Student Surfing Championship Freshmen Class Winner
20234 ~¥—RO1+J)L KJ CUP O—AILT7EIVKNTZA MIAE
Marbo Royal KJ Cup Local Adult Class 4th Place = < e
R EBEET7 Y ICUP a—NA—TUUSR 1B y T )= a4
2023% Azisai Cup Hostgd by Sagamihara Branch Short Open Class Winner io_zgfz)éiiéfgﬁiax*i
52nd Autumn All Japan Student Surfing Championship Men's A Class 4th Place Competition in 2023
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